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7.

8.

9.

In 1992, the Discharger certified an EIR for the South Bay Water Recycling Program. The EIR
included streamfl ow augmentation.

On May 28, 1997 the Discharger submitted the Revised South Bay Action Plan (RSBAP) to the

Regional Board. The SBAP proposed both near and long-term solutions to rpduce the discharge. The

Revised South Bay Action Plan included sfieamflow augmentation as a pilot project. These projects

were proposed in addition to Phase I of the l99l Action Plan, which the Discharger is cwrently
implementing.

At its September 1997 meeting the Regional Board amended the Discharger's MDES permit to
implement the RSBAP @oard Order 97-lll). The RSBAP includes 5 programs: Indoor Water

Conservation; Expanded Water Recycling; Indusfial Water Recycling8euse; Inflodlnfilnation
Reductiory and Environmental Enhancements. The Coyote Creek Streamflow Augmentation Pilot
Project was developed to implement an Environmental Enhancement project as approved by the

Regional Board under Order 97-11 l.

Discharge from the Plant to Artesian Slough is regulated under waste discharge requirements and

NPDES Permit No. CA0037842 (Order 98-052, adopted by the Regional Board on June 17, 1998),

and recycled water reuse is regulated under waste discharge requirements in Water Reclamation

Requirements Order 95-117. Order No. 98-052 specifies the current requirements for implementation
of the Revised SBAP and includes as Provision E.3.l.P the task to implement Environmental
Enhancement Projects by January 31,2001.

Punposn oF ORDER

10. This NPDES permit amendment authorizes and regulates the pilot-scale streamflow augmentation

discharge of treated wastewater at an altemate discharge location upstream to an existing 27-inch
storm sewer along Singleton Road to Coyote Creek at latitude 37o 17' 47.8- and longitude l2lo 49'

17.9", which enters that portion of San Francisco Bay lying south of the Dumbarton Bridge
(hereinafter Lower South San Francisco Bay), all waters of the United States.

Project and Discharge Description

ll. The Coyote Creek Streamflow Augmentation Pilot Project is an exploratory program designed to

determine whether the release of recycled water into Coyote Creek during summer low-flow
conditions can create and maintain stream conditions that enhance the aquatic environment and

support coldwater fish species. Increased flows and cooler habitat conditions in Coyote Creek are

expected to improve conditions for steelhead and Chinook salmon growttr and survival. The

planning of this project has involved the preparation of several technical documents that look at the

feasibility and technical aspects of the project. These technical reports are:

1. Coyote Creek Streamflow Augmentation Program: Candidate Site Descriptions (June 1999)

documents the steps involved in selecting candidate sites for assembly and operation of the

dechlorination/cooling facility;

2. Coyote Creek StreamJlow Augmentation Program: Final Project Descriptton (March 2000)

provides a concise description of the scope of the project both in terms of the basic layout of the
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t7.

resfictive temperature requiranents for spawning, hatching, and rearing. Seve,ral detailed analyses
have been performed to assure that the recycled water being released into the creek is cool cnough
to meet these strict temperature requirements. The resultant cooling system has been designed so
that, even during the most exteme atnospheric conditions, the morimum temperature thresholds of
the fish will not be exceeded.

The facilities will be designed and operated to provide the following tanperatures:

Release Temperafines oF

Month Trrget Medmum

May and October 57 60

June 65 68

July - September 68 7l

To meet these temperature requirements, cooling equipment is required to reduce the tanperature of
the recycled water prior to discharge to Coyote Creek by an average of between 6 oF and 12 oF,

depending on the month. During mid-summer months (June to September) the recycled water must
be cooled an average of 6 oF, and up to 9 oF for ten percent of the month. May and October require
the greatest cooling effort. The average temperature decrease required to meet the biological
criteria is 10 oF in May and 12 oF in October. For ten percent of the time in October it will be
necessary to cool the recycled water by more than 14 oF.

Provision E.l of the permit requires development of a monitoring program. The discharger intends
to work with stakeholders to develop a monitoring program. Consistent with the provision, it is the
intent of the discharger to include continuous monitoring of the ambient water temperature and the
temperature of the recycled water in the monitoring program.

18. Operation Period and Design Flows. The nominal operating period of the pilot project is from May
I to October 3l at a stable flow rate in Coyote Creek of 8 mgd.

19. Contineency Plans. The City has identified a series of options that will provide adequate water
supply in the event of an emergency reduction or outage. Groundwater wells, a l2-inch potable
water line at the site and reservoir releases would provide supplernental water in case of an
emergency. The City is committed to providing sufficient water to avoid adversely affecting
salmonid fish in Coyote Creek.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CEQA

20. Stakeholders. The Discharger, as part of the development of this project, has held multiple public
meetings and worked with multiple stakeholder groups. The Discharger has used the input from
these meetings to develop operational and monitoring criteria acceptable to stakeholders and for
inclusion in the required environmental documents. The public meetings have been held at multiple
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convenient locations and at day and evening times to allow for morimum public participation.

Public meetings for anvironmental enhancernent projects began in April of 1998, with meetings on
4/3198;41r5198;4127198;5127198;6119198;7124198;8/27t9810/13/98:' ll130/98;5118199;6/8/00.

Stakeholder groups that have been represented at these meetings wcne Streams for Tomorrow,

CLEAI.I South Bay, Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District" Santa Clara Vdley Water

Distict, California DeparEnent of Fish and Game, San Frurcisco Regional Water Quality Conrol
Board, US Fish and Wildlife, Silichip Chinook, kague of Women Voters, California Dept of
Health Services, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, National Marine Fisheries Seruice, Silicon
Valley Toxics Coalition, and Westem Waters Canoe Club.

21. CEOA. The Discharger has complied with CEQA and adopted a mitigated Negative Declaration
(}ID), which by reference incorporates the 1992 South Bay Wato Recycling EIR The mitigated ND
identifies project-specific impacts and incorporates monitoring and mitigation mcasurles for the pilot
streamflow augmentation project such that no significant adverse environmental impacts will occur.

22.Tlte mitigated ND identified the elements of the biological monitoring program that would be

conducted to document the overall performance of the streamflow augmentation program. Program
performance was defined as the ability to meet design criteri4 document permit compliance, and

enhance aquatic habitat and use of the creek by biota.

23. The major elements of the monitoring program outlined in the ND and associated technical reports

address: surface and groundwater quality, nutrients, benthic invertebrates, steelhead and chinook
salmon fish monitoring, attraction flows, resident fish populations (including potential impacts on

fish from endocrine disruptor compounds), and ducloveed, emergent, and periphyton aquatic
vegetation grofihs. The Provisions require the discharger to develop detailed monitoring workplans
for each of these elements for review and approval by the Executive Officer in advance of start-up

of the pilot project.

24.The Coyote Creek Streamflow Augmentation Project would help implanent actions for water neuse

and aquatic resource improvements contained in the Comprehensive Conservation and Managanent
Plan, adopted by the San Francisco Estuary Project in March 1993.

BASIN PI./IN

25. tsasin Plan. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Conhol Plan for the San Francisco Bay
Basin (hereinafter the "Basin Plan") on June 21,1995. This updated and consolidated plan

represents the Board's master water quality control planning document. The revised Basin Plan was

approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the Office of Administrative
Law on July 20, 1995 and November 13, 1995, respectively. The Basin Plan identifies beneficial
uses and water quality objectives for waters of the state in the Regioq including surface waters and

groundwaters. The Basin Plan also identifies eflluent limitations and discharge prohibitions
intended to protect beneficial uses. This Order is consistent with the plans, policies and provisions
of the Board's Basin Plan.

26. CTR/SIP. The California Toxics Rule (CTR) was promulgated as final on May 18,2000 byUSEPA,
establishing numeric water quality objectives for the first time for the Inwer South Bay. The State
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Implementation Plan (SIP) was approved by the SWRCB and OAL March 2,2000 defining how

CTR values were to be implemented in establishing eflluent limitations.

27. Beneficial Uses. The existing and potential beneficial uses of Coyote Creek recognized in the Basin

Plan are:

o Cold Freshwater Habitat
o Fish Migration
o Preservation of Rare and Endangered Species
r Water Contact Recreation (potential)
o Noncontact Water Recreation
o Fish Spawning
o WarmFreshwaterHabitat
o Wildlife Habitat

Steelhead trout reproduce in tibutaries of Coyote Creek and use the mainstem of Coyote Creek for
migration passage and juvenile rearing, and steelhead tout have been protected as threatened under

the federal Endangered Species Act since the last Basin Plan update. Chinook salmon (also protected
'as a candidate species) are known to also migrate into and spawn in Coyote Creek.

28. Dou'nstream Beneficial Uses. The beneficial uses of San Francisco Bay, South Bay (south of the

Dumbarton Bridge) and contiguous water bodies are:

o Ocean, Commercial, and Sport Fishing
o Estuarine Habitat
r lndustrial Service Supply
o Fish Migration
o Navigation
o Preservation of Rare and Endangered Species
o Water Contact Recreation
o Noncontact Water Recreation
o Shellfish Harvesting
o Fish Spawning (potential use)
r Wildlife Habitat

28. Discharge Prohibitions. The discharge location is contrary to the State Water Resources Control
Board Bays and Estuaries Policy (1974), which prohibits discharges south of the Dumbarton Bridge
and to one of the Discharge Prohibitions identified in the Basin Plan. The 1995 Basin Plan states, in

. pd (Table 4-l):

"It shall be prohibited to discharge:

I. Any wastewater which has particalar characteristics of concern to beneficial uses at any

point at which the wastewater does not receive a minimum initial dilution of at least 10:1,

or into any non-tidal water, dead-end slough, similar confined waters, or any immediate

tributary thereof "





29. Prohibition Exceptions. The Basin Plan states (at page 4-5) that exceptions to the abovc prohibitions
will be considered for discharges where:

"a. An inordinate burden would be placed on the Discharger relative to the beneficial uses
protected and an equivalent level of environmental protection aan be achieved fu alternate
means, such as an alternative discharge site, a higher lael of treatment, and/or improved
treatment reliability; or

b- A discharge is approved as part of a reclamation project; or

c. It can be demonstrated that net environmental benefits witl be derived as a resuh of the
discharge.

30. Plant Reliability Consideration. The Basin Plan frrther states (at page 4-5) that:

"In reviewing requests for exceptions, the Regional Board will cowider the reliability of the
Discharger's system in preventing inadequately treated wastewaterfrom being discharged to the
receivingwater and the environmental consequences of such discharges."

The Plant provides a high level of teatment and the pilot streamflow augmentation project provides
an equivalent level of environmental protection relative to discharge of the pilot projeci flows at the
Artesian Slough discharge location. The pilot streamflow augmentation has been evaluated using all
feasible scientific evaluation approaches to identiff the potential for beneficial and adverse
environmental impacts. This Order allows a pilot streamflow augmentation project to be
implemented to further evaluate the environmental benefits of s$eamflow augmentatiln. This Order
provides for immediate cessation of discharge if particular environmental impact criteria are met.

31. Reclamation Project. The discharge is part of the South Bay Water Recycling program.

32. Net Environmental Benefit. The Coyote Creek Sfieamflow Augmentation Pilot Project provides a
net environmental benefit by providing flows that have consistently good water quaity during
summer low-flow ambient creek conditions. The augmented flows will:

l. Flush pooled contaminants from the creek,

2. Improve overall water quality by diluting existing creek toxicants (e.g., pathogens and metals),

3. Provide cool flowing water that will produce a habitat found attractive by coldwater fishes for
migration, spawning, and nursery purposes,

4. Provide acceptable habitat for endangered and protected salmonid species,

5. Provide consistently flowing water that will provide attractive habitat for benthic
macroinvertebrates and wildlife,

6. Improve aesthetics by diluting and flushing pollutants downstream, making it more attactive for
water recreation, and





7. Reduce riparian dry-out and mortality caused by summer low-flow creek conditions and eirhance
the riparian corridor.

These conditions and resultant enviroffnental benefits of releasing recpled water into Coyote Creek
are suflicient to grant an exemption from the Basin Plan 10:l dilution prohibition.

33. The proposed project, as part of the Board approved SBAP, was designed to address salt marsh
conversion in both short-term and long-tenn wa)4s. The short-term goals were to move water
upstrearn and release it into the Creek, anticipating some loss to evaporation. It is also anticipated
that this small amount of flow will not, by itself, impact the salt marsh at tbe mouth of Coyote
Creek. Coyote Creek currently carries this amount of flo* during dry weather months with no
documented impact to the salt marsh.

34. Inng-term waln of addressing the salt marsh conversion issue are the advancement of the state of
knowledge concerning recycled water and its use as a water supply for fish and wildlife.
Understanding and developing the use of recycled water for future applications can potentially
reduce the amount of water that is ultimately released to the south bay salt marshes.

B,ests Foa Pnnun Ltans

35. Basin Plan. The Basin Plan specifies water quality objectives for temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH,
un-ionized ammonia, turbidity, and total dissolved solids. These objectives are incorporated in this
Order as receiving water limits.

36. Reasonable Potential Analysis. Using the method described in the State Implementation PIan (SIP)
the Discharger has performed a Reasonable Potential Analpis (RPA) to determine which
constituents in the CTR require eflluent limits in the City's permit amendment for Streamflow
Augmentation in freshwater Coyote Creek. Until the CTR was adopted there were no water criteria
in the Basin Plan applicable to the South Bay. The CTR/SIP based Reasonable Potential Analysis
for the discharge to Coyote Creek found no constituents were detected between 1997 and 1999 at
levels greater than the CTR freshwater criteria. The limits in Order 98-052 are as low or lower than
water quality objectives for the protection of beneficial uses for all criteria that are applicable to the
sfreamflow augmentation pilot project. Therefore, the existing Permit eflluent timits for toxic
substances are not repeated in this Order.

As specified in 40 CFR 122.4(d) (1) (i), permits are required to include limits for all pollutants
'\ryhich the Director determines are or may be discharged at a level which will cause, have the
reasonable potantial to cause, or contibute to an excursion above any State water quality standard."
Using the method described in the SIP, Regional Board staff and the discharger hlve analped the
eflluent data to determine if the discharges had reasonable potential to cause or contribute to an
exceedance of a State water quality standard ('RP Analysis'). The RP analpis compares the
effluent data with the Basin Plan, CT& USEPA's NT& 1998, and USEpA's euality Criteria for
Water, 1986 (Gold Book).

A complete RP analpis cannot be performed on the discharger's effluent because there is
insufficient anrbient, background data to determine if an eflluent limitation is needed. In accordance
with the SIP, the discharger shall obtain ambient, background water samples for metals and organic
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these constituents instead of a water quality base.d eflluent limit. However, it should be noted that
for these constituents current analytical methods can not achieve detection limits lower than the
lowest criteria.

The remaining 16 constituents were considered incomplete RPAs because there was no eflluent data
and/or background data to complete the RpA.

37. Interim Efnuent Urnits. The RPA showed there were no constituents with RP that require interim
effluent limits for the Pilot Streamflow Augmentation Project. The only cflluent limia for toxic
constituents that apply are the eflluent limits in order 9g-052.

38. CEOA. This Order serves as an MDES permit, issuance and reissuance of which is exempt from the
provisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 21100) of Division 13 of the Public Resources
Code (CEQA) pursuant to Section 13389 of the California Code. In additioru the City of San Jose
certified a mitigated Negative Declaration for this pilot project on Septemb er 27,2000.5

39. Public Notice. The Discharger and interested agencies and persons have been notifie.d of the Board's
intent to reissue the NPDES permit for this discharge and have been provided an opportunity to
submit their wrinen comments and appear at the public hearing.

40. Public Hearing. The Board, at a properly noticed public meeting heard and considered comments
pertaining to the discharge.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that the Discharger, in order to meet the provisions contained in Division 7
of the California Water Code and regulations adopted thereunder and &e provisions of the Clean Water
Act as amended and regulations and guidelines adopted thereunder, shall comply with the following
amendments to Order No. 98-052:

A. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS

l. The Discharger is granted an exception to discharge prohibitions I through 3 of Order No. 98-052
for discharge at the specified alternate discharge location in Coyote Creek for purposes of a pilot
streamflow augmentation demonstration project, based on a finding of net environmental benefit,
conditioned upon compliance with amended B. Effluent Limitations and E. Provisions below.

B. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS

The term "eflluent" in the following limitations means the teated wastewater eflluent from the
Discharger's wastewater teatnent facility, as discharged to receiving waters. With the exception of
chorine residual and temperature, attainment of all eflluent limits shall be evaluated in Plant eflluant per
Order 98-052. Chlorine residual and temperature shall be measured at the point of discharge to Coyote
Creek.

l. Temperature. At no time shall the discharge exceed the ambient creek temperature for a period
exceeding 12 hours, unless the discharge is equal to or less that 60o F in May and October, 68o F in

l0





June, 7lo F in July through September. Target release temperaturest shall be 57o F in May and
October,65" F in June, and 68o F in Julythrough September.

C. RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS

l. Temperature. The discharge shall not cause the receiving water temperafure to increase by more than
5o F for more than one hour.

2. The discharge of waste shall not cause the following conditions to exist in waters of the State ar any
place:

A. Floating, suspended, or deposited macroscopic particulate matter, or foam;

B. Bottom deposits or aquatic grourttrs;

C. Alteration of turbidity, or apparent color beyond present natural background levels;

D. Visible, floating, suspended, or deposited oil or other products ofpetoleum origin;

E. Toxic or other deleterious substances to be present in concentrations or quantities which will
cause deleterious effects on aquatic biota, wildlife, or waterfowl, or which render any of these
unfit for human consumption either at levels created in the receiving waters or as a result of
biological concentration.

3. The discharge shall not cause the following limits to be exceeded in waters of the State:

Constituent Limit

A. Dissolved Oxygen 7.0 mglL minimum. Median of any three consecutive months
shall not be less than 80% saturation. When natural factors
cause lesser concentrations than those indicated above, then
this discharge shall not cause further reduction in the
concentration of dissolved oxygen.

B. Dissolved Sulfide 0.1 mgtL ma:rimum.

c. pH pH shall not be depressed below 6.5 nor raised above 8.5. The
discharge shall not cause a pH change that is 0.5 greater than
normally occurs.

D. Un-ionized Ammonia 0.025 mgtL as N, annual median. 0.4 mgtLas N, maximum.

I For the purpose of this pilot project the target release temperatures are considered a design and
operational factor and not an enforceable eflluent limitation. The Discharger shall take all reasonabte
actions to refurn operating temperatures to the target numbers during any excursion above these values.
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3.

4.

the proximity of the release location that could be used as a backup water Eupply in the untikety
event of a long-term plant failure or malfiurction. In addition, the l2-inch potable water line at the
proposed release point near the Singleton Landfill could supply approximately 2 mgd of water to
supplernent the emergency supply from the wells. It is likely that the potable water would have to
be processed through the dechlorination station to rsmove the residual chlorine concqfratioa. In
additiorq the contingency plan must address criteria for ceasing discharge of recpled water to
Coyote Creek. The Discharger shall submit a written contingency plan for Executive Offcer review
and approval prior to initiating release of recycled water into Coyote Cleek. The sontingency plan
needs to be coordinated with the monitoring plan from Provision E.l. and witb rcquirrureirts of
Provisions 8.5 and E.6.

Initiating Discharge. Discharge may oommence in the summer of 2001 at such time that the
Executive Officer approves a Discharger certification that the dechlorination and cooling facilities
are fully and reliably operational and conditions of E.l and2 are met. Discharge may oommence in
subsequent years as approved by the Executive Oflicer. The Executive Officcr shall consider
monitoring data and other information to determine that discharge will continue to provide a net
environmental benefit.

Establishing Discharge Rates. The Discharger has conducted pre-discharge studies that identified
the appropriate discharge rate for habitat enhancement. The discharge shall commence at a rate such
that total streamflow is increased, and total sfeamflow could be increased thereafter until the target
streamflow is achieved. Changes in discharge rates, such as during syste,ln startup or shutdown,
would be accomplished by using a ramping rate (changes in streamflow over time) that avoids the
potential for reducing flows so quickly that fish become stranded. Implernentation is designed for
ramping rates of 2 cfs per 8-hour period. Cooling operation will be started by allowing iecycled
water to flow through the cooling towers. Based on the discharge temperature from the cooling
towers, the flow would either bypass the chillers (if the water is cool enough) or be diverted through
the chillers to further reduce temperature to the target release temperature. However, when first
starting, the flow would be diverted into the sanitary sewer system until the flow temperature is
stabilized. When the desirable temperature is achieved, the cooled recycled water would be
released to Coyote Creek at incremental increases in flow rates of 2 cfs per 8-hour pcriod.
Similarly, the shutdown of the flow from the cooling sptern will be accomplished in 2 cfs
increments per 8-hour period. This rate of increase and decrease of the release to the strcam would
allow time for fish and wildlife to,move to or from the steam edges or the preferrd habitat depths.

Immediate Monitoring Data Review. kr the first two years of project operation, data from the self-
monitoring Progrim shall be evaluated periodically from the time discharge is initiated rmtil one
week after the target or manimum discharge rate is attained. Discharge strall Ue adjusted or ccased
immediately as necessary if eflluent limitations are not attained. The discharger shall, s pd of the
monitoring program in Provision E.l, develop an approach to report all monitoring data in a timely
manner, especially eflluent and receiving water temperature data that allows for timely decisions
regarding cessation of the discharge. If discharge is ceased, the Executive Offiecr m.y appron"
resumption of discharge based on information that shows that bmeficial uses will be protectcd ana
the above criteria for ceasing discharge are not expected to recur.

5.

l3
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6. Cease Discharge. Discharge shall cease as described in E.2 and 5 above or when base flow
(steamflow exclusive of recycled water discharge) returns to the target level after 31 October each
year.

7. Standard Provisions. The Discharger shall comply with all iterrs in the attached "standard
Provisions, Reporting Requirements, and Definitions" dated August 1993.

8. NPDES Permit. This Order shall serve as a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Sptem
OTPDES) permit pursuant to Section 402 of the Clean Water Act or amendme,lrts thereto, and shall
become effective l0 dap after the date of its adoption provided the Regional Administrator, EP,\
has no objection. If the Regional Administrator objects to its issuance, the permit shall not become
effective until such objection is withdrawn

9. Order Expiration. This Order expires on June 17,2003. The Discharger must file a report of waste
discharge in accordance with Title 23, Chapter 3, Subchapter 9 of the California Administrative
Code not later than 180 days before this expiration date as application for reissuance of waste
discharge requirements.

I, Lawrence P. Kolb, Acting Executive Oflicer, do hereby certiff that the foregoing is a full, tnre, and
correct copy of an order adopted by the Califomia Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region, on October 18,2000.

fuP<zr
\-/ LAWRENCE p. KoLB

Acting Executive Officer
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If the results of the monitoring required in Provision 2 above for Stations 5803,
S806, SB07, SB08, S809, and SBl0 show that mean dissolved nickel
concentations have risen to 8.0 ugA, the Dischargers shall impleinent Phase 2
actions described in Finding l1 and re,port on the Phase 2 actions in tbe annual
report required by Provision l.

7. Provision 6 of order No. 98-052, provision 4 of order No. 98-053, and
Provision 5 of Order No. 98-054 are hereby amended to read as follows:

Watershed Management Initiative Support

The Discharger shall participate with the Regional Board staff other Dischargers
in the Lower South Bay, representatives of the public and other concerned parties
as described below in carrying out the Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management
Initiative WMD tasks set forth in a workplan to be approved by the Executive
Officer to be developed pursuant to Provision 8 of this Order aimed at assisting
the Regional Board select and adopt site-specific water quality objectives for
copper and nickel. In addition to conducting the work set forth in Provision 8, the
Discharger shall participate in such a manner by attending through its
representatives meetings of the Core Group of the WMI, as well as meetings of
the Bay Modeling and Monitoring Subgroup and the Regulatory Subgroup. The
Discharger shall review and comment upon all technical and other proposals
developed by the foregoing groups of the WMI that are related to surface water
quality in the Iower South Bay. These technical proposals include, but are not
limited to: Track and encourage investigations of uncertainties in the Lower South
Bay impairment decision (CB-l7); Track and encourage investigations on factors
influencing copper and fate and transport (CB-I8); and Copper Conceptual Model
update (cB-20), fiom the copper Action Plan; and rrack and Encourage a
watershed model linked to a process oriatted Bay model (I.IB-7) from the Nickel
Action Plan. The Discharger shall make technical information that is considered
public information, in its possession available to the appropriate groups of the
WMI necessary to develop and conduct the work effort set forth in the workplan
required per Provision 8 of this order. The Discharger shall report to the
Executive Officer every six months, beginning January 31, 2001 as part of the
watershed program status update, describing its efforts for the prior six months in
cooperating with the WMI. The Dischargers shall, in conjunction with the BMM
and/or Regulatory Subgroups, schedule semi-annual (nrice per year) meetings to
discuss tacking efforts and specific efforts that could be undertaken to look for
oppornrnities to encourage specific activities, assign responsibility to execute such
encouragement activities, and report on the implementation ofpreviously
assigned activities.

8. Provision 7 of Order No. 98-052 is deleted in its entirety. A new Provision is
hereby added to each Discharger's permit as follows:





Technical Assistance to Support the Adoption of Site-Specific Objectives for
Copper and Nickel

In support of the WMIs overall goal of developing and implementing site-specific
yl"-t qualityobjectives for copper and nickel in the Iower south Bay, the
Discharger shall participate with the other POTW Dischargers in the Lower South
Bay to conduct the following work to assist the regulatory community to make a
final selection of final site-qpecific objectives for copper and nickel in the Lower
south San Francisco Bay and to issue waste dischargi requirements to the
teatnent plants discharging into the Lower south Bay based thereon:

Draft technical and environmental support documEnts (FED) and summaries
thereof for consideration and potential adoption by the Regional Board which are
sufficient to enable the Regional Board to select final site-specific objectives for
both copper and nickel from within the respective ranges specified inFinding 7 of
this Order.

Draft analyses and plans as the Regional Board may need to consider and adopt
pursuant to sections 13241 andl3242 of the Califomia water Code, as
appropriate to enable the Regional Board to complywith the requiranents of such
Sections in the adoption of site-specific objectives for copper and nickel.

Such further draft analyses and plans as the Regional Board mayneed to consider
and adopt in order to complywith any other requirements of California law in
order to adopt linal site-specific objectives for copper and nickel and to issue
waste discharge requirements to the treatnent plants discharging into the lnwer
South Bay based on such objectives. Such further anallnes and plans will be
limited to the Regional Board's initial adoption of site specific objectives and
waste discharge requirements and not for Regional Board actions in response to
challenges of its determinations.

The Discharger shall develop and submit through the Bay Modeling and
Monitoring Subgroup of the wMI a schedule and workplan, as parof an updated
BMM workplan, to conduct the above work and prepare the above special itudies
tJrat are acceptable to the Executive Officerwithin 60 dap of adoption of this
Order. Such workplan shall provide for a time schedule that will enable the
Board to take final action to adopt the final site-specific objectives in as short a
time as practicable, but in no case later than ttree (3) years from the date of
adoption of the order containing this hovision. Such workplan, when approved,
shall become the workplan of the wMI. The Discharger shall re,port to th;
Executive officer every six months, beginning July 31,2001 as part ofthe
watershed program status update (or in the annual and semiannual PretreaEnent
Program Reports), describing its efforts for the prior six months.





9. As part of the report of waste discharge required 180 days prior to pe'nnit
expiration for reissuance of the NPDES permits, the Dischargers shall submit
revised Copper and Nickel Action Plans. The Plans shall be revised as Decessary
based on initial data collected and information gained from the initial
implementation of the plans.

10. This Order expires on June 17, 2W3.

I, Lawrence P. Kolb, Acting Executive Officer, do hereby certiry that the forcgoing is a
full, true, and correct copy of an order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality
Control Board, San Francisco Bay Regron, on October 18, 2000.

fuP<'4--
V LAwRENcEp. KoLB

Acting Executive Offi cer
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